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Data Liquidity
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TEFCA™, America’s National Interoperability
Network, Reaches Nearly 500 Million Health Records
Exchanged as HHS Leverages Technology and Al to
Lower Costs and Reduce Burden

Today, HHS, through the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy/Office of the National Coordinator for Health
IT (ASTP/ONC), announced progress made in executing on President Trump’s, Secretary Kennedy's, and Deputy Secretary
O’Neill’s directive to lower the cost of healthcare for all Americans by leveraging and coordinating the nation’s strategic
advantages in technology, artificial intelligence (Al), and healthcare infrastructure.

“Real change is here,” said HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. “We are delivering bold, science-driven dietary guidelines
and deploying transformative technology that reduces burden, lowers costs, and puts patients and providers first. These
actions prioritize prevention and move us decisively to Make America Healthy Again.”

ASTP/ONC kicked off its 2026 Annual Meeting (' in Washington, DC with a keynote from Assistant Secretary for Technology
Policy and National Coordinator for Health IT Thomas Keane, MD, MBA. Addressing the more than 1,000 in-person attendees
and thousands more tuning into the livestream, Assistant Secretary Keane outlined the following accomplishments in
ASTP/ONC's first year under President Trump's and Secretary Kennedy’s leadership:

1. Transforming health data liquidity - allowing it to flow securely and seamlessly throughout the system - and
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TEFCA Progress
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Industry Momentum
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AUTEEEIEGED [ ECAE Social Security Joins TEFCA Network to Improve Disability Decision

Processing
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INTEROPERABILITY & HIE > TRUSTED EXCHANGE FRAMEWORK AND COMMON AGREEMENT (TEFCA)

eClinicalWorks Joins Growing List of TEFCA QHINs
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Epic says providers are sharing widely
through its TEFCA QHIN
The company is the first electronic health record provider used in both the human

More than 1,000 hospitals and 22,000 clinics are now exchanging patient data
through Epic Nexus, the EHR giant's health information network operating under services and post-acute care markets to join the health data exchange framework.
the national interoperability framework. There are now 10 Qualified Health Information Networks, says HHS.

Netsmart becomes the newest QHIN
under TEFCA

Healthcar‘e IT News TOPICS ~ RESOURCES ~ REGIONS ~ MORE ~
@ Clinical documentation Infrastructure Interoperability L[]
- | e Oracle Health designated a TEFCA
NEWS QH I N

160K athenahealth providers ellglble togo live on The company is putting its hardware and cloud infrastructure to work in a shift
from national data exchange participant to entry point for providers, payers,

TEFCA
government and public health agencies.
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Information Blocking
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ONC Health IT Certification Program

Nearly every hospital and ambulatory care provider relies on health technology certified
through the ONC Health IT Certification Program.

Hospitals Physicians :

Program serves as an impactful way to make
changes across the U.S. health care delivery
system and to build the future we want to see.

Program is driving for health care what open
Internet protocols did for the web—turning
isolated systems into a connected ecosystem,
and opening space for Al-enabled tools that
can move with the data.




U.S. Department of

ew Rule to Improve (- Health and Human Services
dministrative Processes o S
roviders and Patients

202-690-6343

Submit a Request for Comment

Americans to Gain New Access to Real-Time
Prescription Drug Price Information

Trump Administration announces forthcoming changes to ease approval of physician-approved treatments and inform patients
up-front of the most appropriate and lowest cost prescription drugs

Today, leaders at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) are celebrating a regulatory breakthrough that
will give doctors and their patients unprecedented real-time access to prescription drug information. The reform will help
them identify the most appropriate, cost-effective treatments while preventing health insurers from blocking physician
approved care. Thanks to this rule change taking effect October 1, millions of Americans for the first time will be able to
compare drug prices, view out-of-pocket costs, and access prior authorization requirements.

HHS' final rule ensures that health care providers using certified health IT systems are able to submit prior authorizations
electronically, select drugs consistent with a patient’s insurance coverage, and exchange electronic prescription information
with pharmacies and insurance plans. It complements important policies advanced by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) in recent years and expands interoperability for patients, health care providers, and payers to ease
administrative burdens. The rule was finalized through the HHS Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy/Office of the

Rea | - I i m e National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ASTP/ONC).

This victory for the American people follows a June 2025 roundtable meeting between Secretary of Health and Human

EleC ron iC Prior PreSCri ption Services Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., CMS Administrator Dr. Mehmet Oz, Director of Medicare Chris Klomp, and major health

insurers covering nearly eight in 10 Americans. Health insurers pledged six key reforms to cut red tape, accelerate care

. s = H M decisions, and enhance transparency for patients and providers participating in Medicare Advantage, Medicaid Managed Care,
Authorlzatlon Beneflt Ca pabllltles Medicare Part D, Health Insurance Marketplace® and commercial plans.

DNC Office of the National Coordinator
for Health Information Technology



HTI-4: New Rule to Improve
Administrative Processes of Providers
and Patients

Real-Time
Prescription
Benefit

Real-time prescription benefit tools allow providers
to see the cost and coverage of a prescription as
part of their prescribing workflow.

Enables providers and their patients to compare
the patient-specific cost of a drug to the cost of a
suitable alternative, view information about out-of-
pocket costs, and learn whether prior authorization
for a specific drug is required.

The new real-time prescription benefit certification
criterion was added to the definition of Base EHR
in 45 CFR 170.102



HTI-4: New Rule to Improve
Administrative Processes of Providers
and Patients

Electronic Prior
Authorization

Patients, caregivers, clinicians, and payers struggle
with information exchange barriers, especially in the
case of prior authorization where a lack of adopted
standards and coordination across stakeholders
leads to administrative burdens and care delays.

Electronic prior authorization (ePA) can reduce
burden, increase efficiency, improve care, and
introduce automation to decrease redundancy and
unnecessary effort.

HHS projects over $19.2 billion of administrative
cost savings over the next decade, while freeing
providers to spend more time caring for patients.



Health IT Standards and Certification
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HHS Proposes HTI-5 Rule to Streamline Certification
Program, Further Protect Patients from Information
Blocking, and Foster an Artificial Intelligence-
enabled Future

Executing on President Trump's Executive Order (EOQ) 14192 titled “Unleashing Prosperity through Deregulation” and the
President’s mandate to ensure the United States' continued leadership in artificial intelligence (Al), the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), through the Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy/Office of the National Coordinator
for Health Information Technology (ASTP/ONC), today released the Health Data, Technology, and Interoperability: ASTP/ONC
Deregulatory Actions to Unleash Prosperity (HTI-5) Proposed Rule.

Today's HTI-5 Proposed Rule has three core goals: (1) reducing burden on health IT developers by streamlining ASTP/ONC's
voluntary Health IT Certification Program by removing redundant requirements; (2) updating the information blocking
regulations to better promote electronic health information access, exchange, and use so that patients’ access to their data is
not blocked; and (3) advancing a new foundation of Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources (FHIR®)-based application
programming interfaces (APls) that promote Al-enabled interoperability solutions through modernized standards and
certification. The HTI-5 proposed rule is expected to save $1.53 billion in total, including $650 million over the next five years
for health IT developers, providers, and other stakeholders.

USCDIs" Chesessing

United States Core Data
for Interoperability

Draft Version 7 | January 2026
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Dynamic “try-first” culture for Al

1

Today, the bottleneck to harnessing Al’s full potential is not
necessarily the availability of models, tools, or applications.
Rather, it is the limited and slow adoption of Al, particularly
within large, established organizations. Many of America’s most
critical sectors, such as healthcare, are especially slow to
adopt due to a variety of factors, including distrust or lack of

. 0 understanding of the technology, a complex regulatory
%nn@ngthefface landscape, and a lack of clear governance and risk mitigation
standards. A coordinated Federal effort would be beneficial in

) establishing a dynamic, “try-first” culture for Al across American
industry

AI ACTION PLAN ~AieEs Al beden Hewn =duly 2022 .\




HHS Request for Information on Al
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HHS Announces Request for Information to Harness
Artificial Intelligence to Deflate Health Care Costs
and Make America Healthy Again

HHS to use regulation, reimbursement, and research & development levers to enable Al adoption and use in clinical care to
evolve and propel the US health care system forward

Today, advancing President Trump's commitment to ensuring American leadership in Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Secretary
Kennedy’s vision to Make America Healthy Again, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced the
release of a Request for Information (RFI) seeking broad public input on how HHS can accelerate the adoption and use of
artificial intelligence as part of clinical care for all Americans.

Through this RFI, HHS is inviting stakeholders to provide feedback on how the Department can use its regulatory,
reimbursement, and research & development levers across all of HHS to enable Al adoption to propel the American health
care system forward.

The HHS Office of the Deputy Secretary—which leads the Department’s Al strategy— seeks broad engagement on how HHS
can accelerate adoption, including how Al can improve patient and caregiver experiences and outcomes, reduce provider
burden and improve quality of care, and reduce health care costs for consumers and government.

“Artificial intelligence will be a transformative force for good across America.” said HHS Deputy Secretary Jim O'Neill. “We
want to hear from you. Our efforts to accelerate Al adoption must be guided by the real needs and experiences of those
developing these tools and delivering care.”

Regulation

Research &
Development

o
E Reimbursement
:é



Upcoming HHS/ONC Webinar on Artificial Intelligence

Adoption of Al in Clinical Care: Updates from the | B ssatoctnasr -
HHS RFI

Thu, June 25 @ 3:00 pm - 4:00 pm EDT

NEW DATE AND TIME - June 25,2026 at 3:00 pm EDT DETAILS

In December, the HHS Office of the Secretary and ONC issued a Departmental request for DATE:
information & on how to accelerate the adoption and use of artificial intelligence in clinical care. Join Thu.June2s
HHS leadership to discuss key takeaways. —

3:00 pm - 4:00 pm EDT

. EVENT CATEGORY:
Register —
ONC Events

Link: https://healthit.gov/event/adoption-of-ai-in-clinical-care-updates-from-the-hhs-rfi/
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THANK YOU! {(cHHs  one

Reach out via phone or web

® 202690-7151

@ Feedback Form: https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form

Stay connected, follow us on socials
@onc._healthlT

m Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology

© nhttps/mwww.youtube.com/use/HHSONC

Subscribe to our weekly eblast at healthit.gov for the latest updates!
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About ONC

The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC)
is at the forefront of the administration’s health IT efforts and is a resource to the
~ ONC entire health system to support the adoption of health information technology and

the promotion of nationwide, standards-based health information exchange to
improve health care.

ONC is the principal federal entity charged with coordination of nationwide
I \\ efforts to implement and use the most advanced health information technology
and the electronic exchange of health information.

- TN



ONC Policy and Program Levers

* ONC uses our authorities to adopt standards, establish certification
criteria, and coordinate alignment of technical requirements across
HHS programs.

>

>

>

>

Certification of APls for interoperable exchange without "special effort"
Adopt USCDI standard across HHS: HITECH Act 13111 and 13112
Real Time Prescription Benefit standards

USCDI+ Quality and FHIR I1G for Quality

Burden reduction IGs adopted by ASTP-ONC for HHS program use
Certification of APls for Electronic Prior Authorization

18



Alignment with CMS Policies

2024 CMS Interoperability and
Prior Authorization Final Rule

Using health IT certified to these criteria
will enable clinicians interact with the
Prior Authorization API requirements
CMS established for impacted payers in
the 2024 CMS Interoperability and Prior
Authorization Final Rule.

Payers are required to establish APls
for ePA staring January 1, 2027.

Medicare Promoting Interoperability
Program and the MIPS Promoting
Interoperability performance category

Health IT certified to these criteria will
support healthcare clinicians participating
in the Medicare Promoting Interoperability
program and the MIPS Promoting
Interoperability performance category,
who will be required to report on an
electronic prior authorization measure in
the 2027 EHR reporting period.

19 19



What is TEFCA?

The Trusted Exchange Framework and Common
Agreement™ (TEFCA™) operates in the U.S. as a
nationwide framework for health information sharing.

Created by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology
(ONC) to remove barriers for sharing health records electronically
among:

Healthcare clinicians Public health agencies

Patients Payers

20
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