
1111

AMDIS Annual Physician 
Computer Connection Symposium

Update from ONC 
Thomas A. Mason, MD
Chief Medical Officer 
Office of the National Coordinator for 
Health Information Technology
U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services 

June 18, 2026



2

To create systemic improvements in health 
and care through the access, exchange, and 
use of data

Better health enabled by data

Vision

Mission
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Priorities for 2026+

Access and Affordability Data Liquidity Technology Evolution
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Data Liquidity
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TEFCA Progress

81,000 
connections 

~900 Million 
documents exchanged
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Industry Momentum
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ONC Health IT Certification Program

Hospitals

99%

Physicians

91%

Program serves as an impactful way to make 
changes across the U.S. health care delivery 
system and to build the future we want to see.

Program is driving for health care what open 
Internet protocols did for the web—turning 

isolated systems into a connected ecosystem, 
and opening space for AI-enabled tools that 

can move with the data.

Nearly every hospital and ambulatory care provider relies on health technology certified 
through the ONC Health IT Certification Program.
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New Rule to Improve 
Administrative Processes of 
Providers and Patients

Electronic Prior 
Authorization

Real-Time 
Prescription 

Benefit Capabilities 
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HTI-4: New Rule to Improve 
Administrative Processes of Providers 

and Patients

Real-Time 
Prescription 

Benefit 

• Real-time prescription benefit tools allow providers 
to see the cost and coverage of a prescription as 
part of their prescribing workflow.

• Enables providers and their patients to compare 
the patient-specific cost of a drug to the cost of a 
suitable alternative, view information about out-of-
pocket costs, and learn whether prior authorization 
for a specific drug is required.

• The new real-time prescription benefit certification 
criterion was added to the definition of Base EHR 
in 45 CFR 170.102
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HTI-4: New Rule to Improve 
Administrative Processes of Providers 

and Patients

Electronic Prior 
Authorization

• Patients, caregivers, clinicians, and payers struggle 
with information exchange barriers, especially in the 
case of prior authorization where a lack of adopted 
standards and coordination across stakeholders 
leads to administrative burdens and care delays.

• Electronic prior authorization (ePA) can reduce 
burden, increase efficiency, improve care, and 
introduce automation to decrease redundancy and 
unnecessary effort.

• HHS projects over $19.2 billion of administrative 
cost savings over the next decade, while freeing 
providers to spend more time caring for patients.
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Health IT Standards and Certification
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Dynamic “try-first” culture for AI

“Today, the bottleneck to harnessing AI’s full potential is not 
necessarily the availability of models, tools, or applications. 
Rather, it is the limited and slow adoption of AI, particularly 
within large, established organizations. Many of America’s most 
critical sectors, such as healthcare, are especially slow to 
adopt due to a variety of factors, including distrust or lack of 
understanding of the technology, a complex regulatory 
landscape, and a lack of clear governance and risk mitigation 
standards. A coordinated Federal effort would be beneficial in 
establishing a dynamic, “try-first” culture for AI across American 
industry

- America’s AI Action Plan – July 2025 “
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HHS Request for Information on AI

Regulation

Reimbursement

Research &
Development
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Upcoming HHS/ONC Webinar on Artificial Intelligence 

Link: https://healthit.gov/event/adoption-of-ai-in-clinical-care-updates-from-the-hhs-rfi/
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Stay connected, follow us on socials

THANK YOU!
Reach out via phone or web

202-690-7151

Feedback Form: https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form

Subscribe to our weekly eblast at healthit.gov for the latest updates!

@onc_healthIT

Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology

https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC

https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://www.healthit.gov/form/healthit-feedback-form
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/office-of-the-national-coordinator-for-health-information-technology/
https://www.youtube.com/user/HHSONC
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About ONC
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The Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ONC) 
is at the forefront of the administration’s health IT efforts and is a resource to the 
entire health system to support the adoption of health information technology and 
the promotion of nationwide, standards-based health information exchange to 
improve health care. 

ONC is the principal federal entity charged with coordination of nationwide 
efforts to implement and use the most advanced health information technology 
and the electronic exchange of health information. 
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• ONC uses our authorities to adopt standards, establish certification 
criteria, and coordinate alignment of technical requirements across 
HHS programs.
‣ Certification of APIs for interoperable exchange without "special effort"
‣ Adopt USCDI standard across HHS: HITECH Act 13111 and 13112
‣ Real Time Prescription Benefit standards 
‣ USCDI+ Quality and FHIR IG for Quality
‣ Burden reduction IGs adopted by ASTP-ONC for HHS program use 
‣ Certification of APIs for Electronic Prior Authorization

ONC Policy and Program Levers

18
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Alignment with CMS Policies
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Using health IT certified to these criteria 
will enable clinicians interact with the 
Prior Authorization API requirements 
CMS established for impacted payers in 
the 2024 CMS Interoperability and Prior 
Authorization Final Rule.
Payers are required to establish APIs 
for ePA staring January 1, 2027.

Health IT certified to these criteria will 
support healthcare clinicians participating 
in the Medicare Promoting Interoperability 
program and the MIPS Promoting 
Interoperability performance category, 
who will be required to report on an 
electronic prior authorization measure in 
the 2027 EHR reporting period. 

2024 CMS Interoperability and 
Prior Authorization Final Rule

Medicare Promoting Interoperability 
Program and the MIPS Promoting 
Interoperability performance category
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What is TEFCA?

The Trusted Exchange Framework and Common 
Agreement  (TEFCA ) operates in the U.S. as a 
nationwide framework for health information sharing.  
Created by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ 
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
(ONC) to remove barriers for sharing health records electronically 
among:

Healthcare clinicians

Patients

Public health agencies

Payers
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